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How We Determine Building Permit Fees 

Building permit fee amounts are based on construction valuation. The International Code 

Council (ICC) publishes Building Valuation Data (BVD) tables, which provide estimated average 

construction costs per square foot for various types of structures. These tables are a resource 

for the city to use to help determine permit fees, offering a simplified way to estimate a 

building's value without relying solely on the applicant's cost estimations. The valuation is used 

only to determine our fees which reflect our costs to provide city services. 

 

What's Included in Valuation 

For new construction, valuation generally includes material costs, contractor's labor costs, and 

profit and overhead. It encompasses all construction costs and is often considered the 

contractor's bid amount. Any planned work not included in the bid, including change orders, 

should be added to the valuation. In cases where a homeowner is performing the work without 

a contractor, labor costs may be estimated, often by doubling the material costs.  

 

What's Generally Excluded from Valuation 

 Land cost: The BVD tables do not include the price of the land the building is on. 

 Design costs: The valuation is typically not meant to include planning, architectural, or 
engineering fees.  

 Site improvement costs*: Generally, costs for site improvements like parking lots, site 
utilities, and landscaping are not included. 

*Theses cost may be included for required grading permits. 

 

Calculate The Construction Valuation and Permit Fees 

The permit fee is calculated using the building's gross area, the Square Foot Construction Cost 

from the BVD, and a Permit Fee Multiplier. The Permit Fee Multiplier is determined based on 

historical records of annual construction value within the city and the percentage of the 

building department's budget expected to be covered by permit fees.  

 



 
 

 

Example  

Type of Construction: VB Area: 2,000 Sqft Use Group: R3 

1. Gross Area: 2,000 Sqft 

2. SF Construction Cost: R3-VB= $130.58 (From BVD sheet) 

3. Construction Value: 2,000 Sqft x 130.58 per SF = $261,160 

Upon determining the building valuation for permit purposes, refer to the chart below to 

compute the permit fee for the new building. 



 
Plan Review Fee: 

A plan review fee will be assessed for all projects that require plan review for code compliance. 

This fee is equal to one-half (½) of the building or grading permit fee and is in addition to the 

permit fee. 

 

Important Notes: 

 The BVD tables are updated regularly by the ICC. 

 The city may adapt or modify the ICC methodology and tables to suit our specific needs. 

 Appeals to adjusted valuations may be possible with supporting documentation. Some 

projects may require a discussion of valuation due to the special nature or complexity of 

the project. Questions about project valuation should be first directed to the plan 

reviewer. If questions remain, it is the Building Official’s responsibility to establish a 

project valuation. 

Our in-office permitting hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

However, building permits can be submitted and picked up online 24 hours a day 

through our permit portal. For questions, please call (843) 280-5560. 


